


and foremost is the architectural review
committee,” Landis says. The committee
reviews exterior plans to see that
improvements match the character of the
neighborhood.

“They had sufficient room in this fairly
large house,” says Landis of the hom-
“They didn't necessarily need a
four-season/sunroom addition that we do
a lot of times on houses that are smaller
and don't have a family room.”

The natural location to add the
structure turned out to be directly off
the family room. One of the homeown-
ers’ concerns was a new room would take
away the natural light coming into the
family room.

Although a screened-in porch by its
nature is fairly open to maximize the
amount of natural sunlight, Landis had
the ceiling follow the natural roofline
and installed skylights. For extra comfort,
a ceiling fan was included as wel
cessed lights in the corners — mainly for
ambience during the evening or overcast
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cally, we just removed the part
of the deck that was necessary to do the

structure and then built the porch. Then
we built the existing deck back to the
porch so that it looked like it had always
been that way,” Landis says.

The Georgian-style home has a lot of
dental molding on the outside, Landis
says, so the molding also was incorpo-
rated into the porch structure. A white
picket fence that surrounded the exist-
ing deck also was incorporated into the
porch’s design.

Rather than use wood, a modern deck-
ing composite that is rot- and warp-resis-
tant was used for the floor of the struc-
ture. And because the original wood deck
was starting to show its age, the company
replaced the remainder of the existing
deck with the same material.

“Decks were the biggest thing 10 to 15
years ago because they were inexpensive
space ... you could extend the living space
of your house just by putting this wood
platform out back,” Landis says.

While decks still might be the best
alternative, especially with sloping back.
yards, Landis says that many people are
leaning toward more of a natural look
with natural stone or brick pavers.

For the Powell homeowners, the
winning combination turned out to be
a modern deck structure with a modern
twist to the old-fashioned screened-in
porch.

“We use it all the time,” Debbie says.
“It turned out beautifully;
enjoyable place.”—A4H
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